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Organizational Matters
Agenda

• Progress to date in preparing GBO-4

• Information sources:

oNational reports

oStatus and trends 

oScenarios 

• Consideration of the proposed draft outline and content of 
GBO-4

• Communication, outreach and launch events

• Other matters



Background

Background:

Decision X/2 - Global Biodiversity Outlook will provide a mid-
term review of progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets, including an analysis of how the implementation of 
the Convention and its Strategic Plan has contributed to the 
2015 targets of the Millennium Development Goals



Background

Background:

GBO should address (Recommendation XVI/2):

• Possible policy responses

• Level of progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets

• How achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets would 
contribute to the 2050 Vision of the Strategic Plan

• How progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 
contributes to the Millennium Development Goals and 
their 2015 targets.



Progress to Date



Progress to Date

Resources:

Financial support has been received from:

• Canada
• The European Union
• Germany
• Japan
• Switzerland

In kind support has been received from the Netherlands

These contributions have enabled the preparations for GBO-4 
to proceed as envisaged



Progress to Date

Preparation of the manuscript:

• Science writer contracted to prepare the main GBO-4 
manuscript

• Background information on most targets has been 
collected

Guidance on information requirements:

• Prepared guidance on case-studies, data, indicators and 
information on the implementation of NBSAPs that would 
be particularly suitable for GBO-4 and made this 
available on the web pages for GBO-4



Progress to Date

Links to IPBES:

• Prepared a note on the contribution of the Convention to 
IPBES, including the scope and timing of a future 
comprehensive biodiversity assessment as well as the 
relevance of the ongoing GBO-4 process

Online Reporting:

• Developed an online reporting tool that will assist 
countries in providing information related to their national 
targets and progress towards them and the Aichi 
Biodiersity Targets. 



Timeline

Product Date

Annotated Outline of GBO-4 October 2013

Executive Summary or Synthesis of GBO-4 March 2014

Full text of GBO-4 May 2014

Peer Review of the full GBO-4 May – June 2014

Revision of drafts June - July 2014

Final Revised text of GBO-4 July 2014

Typesetting in English July 2014

Translation into official UN languages July 2014

Printing and dispatch to launch events September 2014

Launch of the main GBO-4 report October 2014



Information Sources



Information Sources

National reports:

• Discussed the preparation of GBO-4 and opportunities 
for Parties and partners to contribute to its preparation in 
the series of regional workshops on the preparation of 
the fifth national reports 

• Five workshops held to date and three additional 
workshops are planned

• Information from the workshops suggests that national 
reports (or drafts) should be available for between 50% 
and 70% of Parties by the 31 March 2014 deadline



Information Sources

Indicators

• Biodiversity Indicators Partnership 
as main partner

• Building on work done for GBO-3



Information Sources

Scenario assessment:

• Being conducted by a consortium 
composed of DIVERSITAS, UNEP-
WCMC, PBL-Netherlands, UBC 
Fisheries Centre.



Proposed Draft Outline



Proposed Draft Outline

Contents:
• Table of contents 
• Foreword/Message/Preface
• Executive summary 
• Introduction
• Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
• Synthesis: Progress towards the Mission and Vision of 

the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 
contribution to sustainable development

• Towards 2020 – Stock taking
• References 
• Acknowledgements 
• Photo Credits 
• List of tables, boxes and figures



Proposed Draft Outline

Introduction:

• Biodiversity and its importance for sustainable development
• A brief outline of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, its different elements and its 
rationale

• Purpose of the Global Biodiversity Outlook
• Introduction to biodiversity scenarios



Proposed Draft Outline

Progress towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets:

• Status of progress and how things have changed since the 
adoption of the Strategic Plan 

• Examples of national commitments 
• Significant regional/national actions/steps that have been taken;
• Prospects of meeting the target by 2020, 
• An assessment of how progress towards the target may 

contribute to the 2050 vision of the Strategic Plan;
• Gaps in knowledge and level of confidence with the assessment;
• National/regional case-studies;
• Notable sectoral commitments, case studies or examples where 

available.



Proposed Draft Outline

Progress towards the Mission and Vision:

• Given current conditions, what types of actions can be taken to 
achieve the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets?

• How does the attainment of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets as 
well as our progress towards achieving them position us to 
realize the 2050 Vision of the Strategic Plan?

• How do implementation of the Strategic Plan and progress 
towards the Aichi Targets contribute to the 2015 targets of the 
Millennium Development Goals and sustainable development 
more generally?



Proposed Draft Outline

Towards 2020 – Stock taking:

• For those targets that have exhibited little progress what are the 
reasons?

• What additional actions are needed to reach the the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets and the Mission of the Strategic Plan?

• What is our progress in relation to the overall 2050 Vision of the 
Strategic Plan;

• What is the likelihood of attaining the Aichi Biodiversity Targets if 
current trajectory is maintained

• Message on the urgency for action and making cross-references 
to previous sections of the report. 



Communication, outreach and launch 
events



Communication and outreach

Media Channels:

• Arrangements are being made to communicate the launch 
through the Division of Communication and Public Information 
(DCPI) of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
and the Division of Public Information (DPI) of the United 
Nations Secretariat.

• Preparation of a video news release, in all United Nations 
languages, that will include the main messages of the report, as well 
as secondary footage that includes interviews and diagrams from the 
report. 

• Preparation of information kit for media that includes information sheets 
on the main findings of Global Biodiversity Outlook, and other 
supporting information



Communication and outreach

Launches:

• Main launch in Korea on first day of COP12 followed by regional 
launches 

• Regional launches in Brazil, Canada, China, India, Kenya, New 
York, and the United Kingdom 

• Targeted communication products for relevant events such as 
the 7th World Water Forum (Daegu, Gyoengbuk, Korea, March 
2015) 14th World Forestry Congress (Durban, South Africa, 
September 2015)


